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April’s Special Days
S’Firat HaOmer-starts on the second evening of Passover, when we begin to count the days
until the Festival of Shavuote (which this year begins in the evening of Tuesday, May 14 and ends
in the evening of Thursday, May 16). In ancient times, at the Great Synagogue in Jerusalem, a
special sacrifice of wheat was made during this period to thank the Almighty for the wheat harvest
which takes place at that time of year.
Now, in lieu of sacrifices, we add a special reading to the evening services which notes the number of days that have passed.
This “Dotted Line” (of counting) that connects Passover, Festival of Freedom and Shavuote,
commemorating the acceptance of the Torah at Mt. Sinai, reminds us that freedom without laws is
chaos.
In the weeks following the end of Passover, three special holidays have been added into the
Jewish calendar in modern history (in the last 65 years).
The first of these days is Yom HaShoah (this year beginning in the evening of April 7th and ending in the evening of April 8th). Shoah is the Hebrew word for The Holocaust, the name given to the
events of the years 1939 to 1945 during which the Nazi regime of Germany attempted to murder
every Jew in Europe. On Yom HaShoah we remember the approximately 6 million of our people,
including 1 1/2 million children, who died during World War II.
The third special holiday is Yom HaAtzmaute, Israel’s Independence Day, (this year beginning
in the evening of Monday, April 15th and ending in the evening of Tuesday, April 16th). This happy
day is a National Holiday in Israel (much like the U.S.’s July 4th) and commemorates the day when
then Prime Minister David Ben Gurian declared the establishment of the modern State of Israel in
1948.
The day before Yom HaAtzmaute is Yom HaZikarone, Israel’s Memorial Day, in which fallen
soldiers and victims of terrorism are remembered.
As on Yom HaShoah, air raid sirens are blasted twice in Israel during Yom HaZikaron. When the
sirens are heard, all activity, including traffic, immediately stops. People get out of their cars and
stand at attention in memory of those who died defending Israel. The first siren marks the beginning
of Memorial Day and the second is sounded immediately prior to the public recitation of prayers in
military cemeteries.
To a Jew, memory is everything.”
On these special days, we remember.
Rabbi Elliot Rosenbaum

Tune in to Rabbi Rosenbaum on the radio
KNTR 106.3 FM April 12th at 11 am.
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President’s Corner:
Dear Congregants,
Last week we had a community Seder that attracted more participants than any other event the Temple had
ever sponsored. It was good meeting all of the attendees and seeing so many of the Lake Havasu Christian
community share this special day with us. One of the goals that I wanted to accomplish during my tenure as
president was to make Temple Beth Sholom more visible in our religious community. This Seder definitely
accomplished this goal. In discussing the Seder I want to give a huge thank you to Judy Selberg for her amazing work in putting this Seder together. I would also like to thank the Rabbi for creating the Haggadote and for
being the master of ceremonies for this special night. In addition the Refuge should be thanked for providing
the venue and the delicious foods, prepared by their wonderful Chef.
Another goal that I had set for myself was to increase the size of the congregation by at least 10%. We did add
new members but at the same time we had members leave at the same rate. Therefore, I fell short of my goal. I
would hope that we can make this a goal for next year. Increasing the size of our congregation can be accomplished more effectively if we all participate in the process. When you meet someone new in the community,
mention that you belong to our Temple, and invite them to our service. Lets all make it our goal to help plant
the seeds of our religion in our community. We then can all watch as the seeds grow into a strong flowering
tree.
It was a year of change which saw Temple Beth Sholom acquire a full time religious leader, Rabbi Elliot
Rosenbaum. We also increased our Friday and Saturday services schedule from once to twice a month. These
changes helped us attract some new congregants and provided an alternative to our previous schedule. In addition, the Rabbi provided his cantorial and musical talents to enhance our services and festival observations. I
would hope in the near future we can offer Saturday services, in addition to our Torah study. An addition of a
Saturday service to our schedule would require some commitment by the congregants. Saturday services
would also offer the Kingman, Bullhead and Laughlin Jewish communities a better alternative to participate in
our services. We will need at least ten Jewish attendees on Saturdays, in order for us to take the Torah out of
the Arc and hear it read by the Rabbi. I know that we can accomplish this in the next 6 months.
(Continued on page 3)
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I share my hopes for the future with you in an attempt to have you help me make them a reality.
Thank you,
Stuart

HUMOR
G-d said to Moses, "I've got good news and bad news.
The good news is that I'm going to part the Red Sea and you'll all be able to go through on dry land."
"What's the bad news?"
"You have to write the Environmental Impact Statement..."

Newsletter editor and webmaster

Stan Coffield

Torah repairs
The Torah sent out for repair has been returned to our ark. Thanks to the Selberg
family, Jules Teck and many other congregants that donated toward the repair of
our Torah.

Sponsors are needed for Oneg Shabat.
Oneg sponsorship requires that you supply refreshments for the congregation
or simply donate $30.00 to buy the items.

Upcoming services
April 12 and April 26 7:30 PM. Torah study on April 13 and April 27 10 AM
May 10 and May 24 7:30 PM. Torah study on May 11 and May 25 10 AM
June 14th and 28th 7:30 PM. Torah study on June 15th and 29th 10 AM

Our thanks for donations from the following congregants
Garry Meyers for his continued generous donations
and to Jill Fetz for the DELICIOUS home baked challahs
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Temple Beth Sholom
celebrates Pesach at
the Refuge
with the
Lake Havasu Community

Yasher Koch
to our rabbi
Stu Flamm
and everyone
else involved
for the fine job
on the
“Passover
at the Refuge”

Our Next Board Meeting will be held April 25th,
6:00pm at the Temple.
Plan on attending, show your support of TBS Everyone is welcome
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